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Agenda

2

1. Welcome + Introductions 3:00 PM

2. Project Recap 3:10 PM

3. Design Standards Approach + Outline 3:15 PM

4. Processes Approach + Outline 4:15 PM

5. Questions & Discussion 4:40 PM

6. Next Steps 4:50 PM



Project Status
Municipal Code/Design Standards and Guidelines Update
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What is this project?
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1. Update the design and development 
regulations

2. Reorganize Municipal Code land 
development sections 

3. Consolidate the Design Standards and 
Guidelines



5https://www.cityofwestminster.us/forward

7,000+ page views

https://www.cityofwestminster.us/forward
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Modules
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1 Procedures (Chapter 5)

2 Landscaping Regulations (Chapter 4, part)

3 Use Patterns (Chapter 2)

4 Zoning Districts (Chapter 3)

5 Use Regulations (Chapter 6)

6 Preliminary Design Standards

7 Development Standards (Chapter 4)

8 Miscellaneous Chapters (Chapters 1, 7-12)

9 Clean-up / combined chapters



Progress on Municipal Code-Design Guidelines

Kickoff meetings

Stakeholder interviews

Task Force meetings (5)

Design Workshop

In-house Coordination

Document Review (171+)

Visual Preference Survey (VPS)

Summary Memorandum

Harris Park commenced

Process chapter internal draft

Design outline + approach
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Outline

1. Introduction

2. Use Patterns *

3. Zoning Districts

4. Development Standards **

5. Procedures *

6. Use Regulations

7. Nonconformities

8. Enforcement

9. Agencies

10. Definitions

11. Legal Provisions

12. Submittal Requirements
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* Discussing today      ** Design Regulations



Design Standards and Guidelines 
Approach
PART 1: OVERVIEW 
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Progress Report
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• Reviewed comments from 
previous meeting

• Analyzed existing design 
guidelines

• Developed sample pieces 
of design components



Analysis of Existing Design Standards
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Step 1: MARK-UP



Analysis of Existing Design Standards
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Step 2: Color Coded & 
Merged by Topic

Design 
Standards

Design 
Guidelines

Inten
t

Rules of 
Measurement/

Definitions
Prescriptive 

Design 
Standards
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Step 3: New Design Standards & Design Guidelines 
Format



Land Use Pattern

Site

Building

Organizational 
Structure

• The standards are 
organized into 3 
sections



Typical Outline for Each Section
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• Illustration of intent or 
definitions

• Standards

• Guidelines

• Menus and charts for 
applicability 



Design Standards and Guidelines 
Approach
PART 2: DRAFT MATERIALS
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Use Patterns
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• Single Family 1 (SF)

• Single Family 2 – in progress

• Mixed Housing (MH)

• Neighborhood Centers (NC)

• Mixed Use Neighborhoods (MUN)

• Retail Corridors and Centers (RCC)

• Commercial Retrofit (CR)

• Office and Employment Campus (OEC)

• Industrial/Flex Use (IF)

• Conventional Industrial Use (CI) – in progress



Use Pattern: 
Single Family
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Use Pattern: 
Mixed Housing
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Use Pattern: 
Neighborhood 
Centers
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Use Pattern: Mixed 
Use 
Neighborhoods
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Use Pattern: 
Retail Corridors 
and Centers
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Use Pattern: 
Commercial Retrofit
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Use Pattern: 
Office and 
Employment 
Campus
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Use Pattern: 
Industrial/Flex 
Use
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Intro to Mixed Use Neighborhood
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Permitted 
Building Types
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Permitted 
Building Types
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Design Standards at Neighborhood Level
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This section is in development

• Views

• Topography

• Connectivity

• Public Spaces/Site Amenities



Site Design
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• Organized by Land 
Use Category
• From the 

Comprehensive Plan 
(in progress)

• 20 categories



Sections for Each Category
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• Standards
• Illustration

• Table of Requirements

• Guidelines
• Illustrate how to meet the standards

• Offer Alternatives

• “Universal” Menus and Tables
• Frontages (in progress)

• Transitions (in progress)



Mixed Use 
Center 
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Mixed Use Center: 
Commercial Building Table 
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Frontages Menu

35



36

Street Frontages

Planters Boulevards Retaining Walls Landscape

Planting Strip Planting Strip Planting Strip Fence



Building Types
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• 20+ building types, divided 
into 3 categories: 
• Single-Family Detached

• Moderate Density Residential 

• Commercial/Employment



Components for Each Building Type
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• Definitions page

• Photo page of sample types 

• Measurable graphic with table

• Dimensioned variables by Land Use Category



Mixed Use 
Building Type
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Mixed Use 
Building 
Sample Types
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Mass & Scale HeightMass & Scale Height

Brick + Prefab Panels Wood + Stone

Brick +
Prefab Panels

Glass + Steel
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Survey Results



Mixed Use Building Measurable Graphic
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Mixed Use 
Building 
Measurables 
Table
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Building Articulation 
Design Standards Menu



Building Articulation 
Design Guidelines



Design Standards: 4 Sided Design Illustration



Design Standards: 
Blank Wall 
Techniques Menu



Design 
Standards: Roof 
Form Menu



Residential Building Types
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Non-Residential Building Types
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Design Standards and Guidelines 
Approach
PART 3: NEXT STEPS
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Next Steps

54

• Use Patterns
• Develop standards and guidelines

• Site Design
• Fill in standards for remaining Land Use 

Categories 

• Building Design
• Fill in standards for remaining building types



Processes
Municipal Code/Design Standards and Guidelines Update
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Outline

1. Introduction

2. Use Patterns

3. Zoning Districts

4. Development Standards 

5. Procedures

6. Use Regulations

7. Nonconformities

8. Enforcement

9. Agencies

10. Definitions

11. Legal Provisions

12. Submittal Requirements
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Procedures

Coordinate with plan policies

Consolidate

Common workflow

Codify submittal

Improve efficiency

Maintain transparency

Expand administrative review

Element What does this mean?

Applicability The type of development or situation that is subject to the process.

Pre-Application If applicable, this step provides for early feedback to the Applicant before the application is 
officially filed.

Initiation This is how the applicant begins the process, including which department or official receives 
the application.

Completeness This is how the City of Westminster determines that the application has sufficient information 
to be processed.

Notice This describes the type of notice, and how it is provided.

Decision This states who approves the application, and the type of proceeding that leads to the decision.

Approval Criteria These are any specific standards that apply to the application.  All applications are subject to 
this Chapter, zoning district regulations, and any conditions of a currently effective ODP for that 
property.

Subsequent 
Applications

If an application is denied, some processes have a waiting period before that type of 
application can be re-filed for the property.

Appeals This provides a way to review an application that is denied, or that have conditions that the 
Applicant disagrees with.

Scope of Approval This states the legal effect of the application – for example, the activities that the application 
authorizes, and time limits for the approval.   For example, some approvals send the Applicant 
to the next step in the overall process, while others authorize construction or use.

Recordkeeping This states how the formal decision of approval is maintained.



Procedures
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Option 1
(detailed)

Option 2
(minimalist)
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Option 3 (detailed) Option 4 (minimalist)



Post-Decision
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Questions?  Comments?
Westminster Code Update Team
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