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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

WESTMINSTER ]EST.IS’;'()/

Project Overview
The 72nd Avenue Corridor Study evaluates opportunities for enhancing multimodal 7211(1 AVE N U E

infrastructure to deliver increased safety and comfort for people walking, biking, riding transit, CORRIDOR STUDY
and driving along, to, and from 72nd Avenue between Pierce and Zuni Streets. The project also VISION & GOALS
identifies opportunities to enrich public spaces, recommmends appropriate enhancements based

The 72nd Avenue Corridor Study is guided by an overarching vision statement describing the desired future conditions

on the \_/arlety of C_haraCter area§ present, .and alms. to make 72nd Avenue mTjO_a gatelway for the of the corridor. The vision and goals are based on previous planning efforts, recent community feedback, and the needs
Westminster Station Area that is welcoming to residents, commuters, and visitors alike. identified through the evaluation of existing conditions.
W 72nd Ave Study Area - “The vision for 72nd Avenue is a safe and accessible corridor that instills a sense of place and serves

as an artistic and attractive gateway to the Westminster Station area, supporting multimodal
connections to and from Westminster neighborhoods, businesses, parks, and schools.”

GOALS

Improve safety for all ages, abilities,
and modes traveling along and
across 72nd Avenue

s oo
Pg 19Mo1,
10

e ueptious

e g g e

Enhance livability, foster
maintainable and climate
appropriate greenscaping and
shade-enhancing improvements

Figure 1: 72nd Avenue Study Area
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72nd Avenue Study Timeline
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L
a Project Deliverables
@ Project Milestones

Project Process

72nd Avenue is an important east-west connection to many area and regional destinations,
including schools, businesses, services, parks and open space, Westminster Station, and regional
trails such as Little Dry Creek. The project team captured feedback from a diversity of stakeholder
groups using this corridor, including parents/caregivers whose children attend Westminster
Public Schools, area residents and business owners, transit riders, and more.

WESTMINSTER IFJHT.[S?’())
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Existing Conditions and Needs Assessment

Vehicle & Pedestrian
Volumes, Vehicle
Speeds & Turning

Movement Counts,

Traffic Operations,

Transit Ridership &
Crash Data

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Summary of gaps and barriers related to
multimodal transportation

Figure 2: Needs Assessment Development Process

Public Engagement

The project team gathered feedback in two phases. Phase 1 engagement extended from Spring
to July 2023 and focused on community visioning. This phase introduced and raised awareness
about the project, presented information on previous planning efforts and initial findings from
the existing conditions analysis, and hosted community listening and feedback opportunities
with residents, business owners, community members, and area stakeholders.

Phase 2 engagement extended from Spring to Summer 2024 and focused on gathering feedback
on proposed improvements. The second phase solicited feedback on elements of the two project

alternatives, “Break the Barrier” and “Calm the Traffic,” which led to further design refinement.
The project’s primary engagement avenues are outlined below. For a full summary of
engagement activities, findings, and feedback, see the Appendix for the Phase 1 Engagement
Summary and Phase 2 Engagement Summary.

A

WESTMINSTER
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Community Advisory Committee (CAC)

The CAC included representatives from critical local commissions, community-based
organizations, organizations focused on regional mobility and health, and service providers,

including:
o Bike Jeffco

o Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT)

o Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE)
o City of Westminster Chamber of Commerce

o City of Westminster Planning Commission

« Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOQG)

o Foothills Regional Housing

o Jeffco Public Schools
o Jefferson County

e Regional Transportation District (RTD)
e«  Westminster Public Schools

CAC members met three times at critical project milestones to help the project team develop
project vision and goals, and provide feedback on draft project deliverables and findings,
including existing conditions, project alternatives, and the draft of the Final Plan.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Community Outreach and Online Engagement

In addition to business owner and CAC engagement, the project team conducted broad
community engagement through pop-up events, outreach to Westminster Public Schools,
and two online surveys posted on a Social Pinpoint online engagement platform. The City of
Westminster Communications Department promoted the online surveys through social media
channels, newsletters, and water bills.

Figure 6: Summer 2023 Neighbor Nights (left)

Figure 7: June 2024 Summer Block party (middle)

T pr (| 12 : L/ A e Figure 8: CAC Meeting #2 Walking Tour (right)
Figure 4: CAC #2 Concept Alternatives Review

72nd AVENUE

Business Outreach

W 73rd Ave

The project team partnered with the City of iSgneEamns oo - ] 7 |3 B Give vour ideas
Westminster staff to identify key business owners : ’ h
to engage with along the corridor. Westminster
staff walked the study area and talked with
business owners along the corridor, providing them
information on the project and opportunities to
provide feedback. These critical stakeholders were
also invited to an in-person meeting in June 2023,
then emailed to encourage them to provide virtual
feedback on their needs, concerns, and vision for
the future via a survey. Survey feedback from the
business commmunity was incorporated within

the overall Phase 1 Engagement Summary in the
Appendix.

What's Your Vision for 72+ Avenue?
) Give your ideas for improvement

1 #ideas or Comments > pick an icon,

7
5.
§

o | —————+

« Travel Safety (cios
+ Beautification

+ Bike & Pedestrian (bike
« Access & Connectivity
« Economic Prosperi

About the project

diverse partof aur City. Help Y
connectort hitps//www.cityofwestminster,

@ ATV I

Figure 9: Phase 1 Online Feedback Map

Figure 5: Business Owner Feedback from June 2023

\ WESTMINSTER [EST 157
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Overall Feedback Takeaways & Themes

*j* “Please let form follow function: wider paths, narrower crossings, and traffic calming
all save lives...let's check off the critical safety improvements before worrying about

N aesthetics.”

allly “ . .

] Need more reasons to travel to/through this area like more shops, restaurants, and

r.'E grocery stores worth coming to and gathering as a community in this area please!”
Q\(” “We appreciate any consideration in improving landscaping and art in this
3 neighborhood.”

“This part of town is what SHOULD be called Downtown Westminster and nurtured
e\ 3 such. Please advance the improvements to this corridor and coordinated business
% development, community empowerment, etc. to help the area to reach its potential.”

+4*% “lam very excited to see these improvements and the city paying attention to this area
+ of Westminster as it has been overlooked for so many years.”

° “I teach high school students with blindness to travel via transit and plan walking
routes along 72nd Ave, and | am eager to see

LLLLAN pedestrian improvements along the corridor.”

A — . Lr o e L8
e o ® TS o 4 - . WHEE - b L

Figure 10: 72nd Avenue Corridor Character Zones

A
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Preferred Alternative

Building upon both place-specific and corridor-wide recommendations from the needs
assessment (and developed considering transportation improvements from the 2021 Westminster
Transportation & Mobility Plan in mind) the project team developed two concept alternatives
(“Break the Barrier” and “Calm the Traffic”), detailed further in the Alternatives Development
section below. These concepts were developed within the context of corridor character zones
(established during the Existing Conditions phase — see Figure 10 below). The variety of adjacent
land uses, ranging from residential to commercial to mixed-use, influence the urban design
elements and existing infrastructure present along the corridor. The varying conditions of the
study area are characterized by a total of nine identifiable zones. There are five zone areas within
three primary zone categories — residential corridor (2), commmercial corridor (2), and open space
gateway (1). Additionally, there are four transitional zones — two that are primarily residential, and
two that are primarily commercial.

The team solicited feedback on the two concept alternatives from the CAC, business owners,
Westminster Public Schools, and the general public. The preferred corridor alternative is shown on
the next page.

wESTM'NSTER IEST.IB’;/O’
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Preferred Alternative Concept

Map Legend
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